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JOINT STATEMENT 
On Friday, 25th October 2002, the ASF Seafarers Committee held its 8th interim meeting in Dalian, China. The meeting was hosted by China Shipowners Association (CSA). 

Delegates from member associations of China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Chinese Taipei and from the Federation of ASEAN Shipowners Associations (FASA), as represented by the shipowner associations of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam attended the meeting. The Committee also welcomed observers from maritime academies in China. 

At the invitation of the ASF Seafarers Committee, the International Shipping Federation (ISF) held a joint seminar with the Seafarers Committee on 24th October 2002, one day prior to the interim meeting. The meeting agreed that such joint seminars would help greatly the shipping industry in Asia to foster a better understanding of updated ILO developments and other important shipping issues. 

The meeting discussed the development of the ILO consolidated maritime convention and gave its appreciation of the tremendous work of the ISF and the members of the High Level Tripartite Working Group (HLTWG) and its Sub-group. The meeting noted that a draft text will soon be developed, and encouraged ASF member associations to participate in the discussion of that text so that a proper and representative Asian view is taken into account in the development of the new instrument. The meeting urged member associations to coordinate with their respective governments on the importance of the proposed revised convention and to address the issue of flexibility in order to achieve widespread ratification. .

The implementation of the STCW’95 was once again discussed at the meeting. The meeting considered that a continuous effort by parties was necessary to maintain the compliance of their systems with the Convention, and asked ASF member Associations to assist their Administrations in this regard. Delegates were pleased to note that Asian administrations have made real progress towards introducing the radical changes required by STCW 95, including the establishment of recognition procedures to verify and recognize the standard of foreign certificates.

While agreeing that it was necessary to strengthen the security of seafarers’ identification in order to satisfy the security concerns of port states, not least the United States, the meeting agreed that it is important also to address the need to protect seafarers’ rights with regard to shore leave and entry requirements to foreign territories. Delegates asked that this important issue be addressed by ILO and IMO at an early stage. The meeting expressed concern on the pending legislation of the United States with regard to the proposed requirements for biometric cards and the logistic effects and costs that will be imposed on flag states. 

The meeting noted the proposals for ship security plans submitted by the IMO working group to MSC76, to be held in December 2002, and expressed concerns on the practical implementation of the new rules. 
The meeting noted that JSA had initiated a preparatory meeting in Tokyo on 6th September 2002. Representatives from HKSOA, JSA, KSA and SSA attended the meeting and discussed the possibility of forming a new Asian Seafarer Employers’ Group (ASEG). While the final agenda was not agreed, it was understood that the new group would seek to study and influence seafarer issues in the Asian region.  
The meeting welcomed such a positive move by the JSA and the other participating ASF member associations and wished to see early agreement within the proposed Group of the objectives and agenda of the meeting. 

The meeting was very pleased to see the great efforts of ASF member Associations with regards to seafarer training since the last interim meeting and welcomed cooperation between the training institutions and shipowners in the training and employment of seafarers in Asia. The meeting considered that these interactions would assist in the continued promotion of the supply and employment of Asian seafarers. The meeting recommended that a value-added concept should be introduced to the development and training of Asian seafarers. This regional effort to be undertaken between the ASF, AMETIAP and the regional METs will focus upon areas such as minimum training requirements for watchkeeping, the development of senior officers training record book and exploration of a concept in developing the proper mentality for effective performance as a senior officer. 

It was also recommended that a survey should be commissioned by the ASF on the age profile and actual number of Asian seafarers now serving onboard including the statistics of students in maritime institutions in Asia. The meeting further recommended that more practical steps should be taken by the ASF and its member associations to promote a positive image of the Asian seafarers. 
The ASF Seafarers Committee is a voluntary and non-profit making organization. The main objectives of the Seafarers Committee are to ensure and maintain common standards of training, to promote the stability of employment and acceptance of Asian seafarers and to monitor, consider and comment upon any new international maritime legislation and convention on manning and training. 
The Vietnam Shipowners Association (VSA) was requested by the Committee to host the 9th Interim meeting of the Committee in Hanoi in the autumn of 2003. VSA accepted the proposal with great pleasure. The Committee expressed its gratitude to the China Shipowners Association for its kindness and generosity in hosting the 8th interim meeting in Dalian.
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