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JOINT PRESS STATEMENT
1. The 9th Meeting of the Asian Shipowners’ Forum (ASF) Safe Navigation & Environment Committee (SNEC) was held in Manila on 12 December 2002. It was hosted by the Filipino Shipowners’ Association. 

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of shipowners’ associations from China, Chinese Taipei, Japan and ASEAN, as represented by the Federation of ASEAN Shipowners' Associations (FASA) comprising the shipowners' associations of Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 

3. The Meeting considered and discussed various important issues affecting the safe navigation of ships and the marine environment.

4. The Committee reviewed the Piracy and Armed Robbery situation in the world and observed that the incidence of attacks in Asian waters, particularly those in the busy and narrow Strait of Malacca, continues to remain high. The Meeting strongly urged the governments of the littoral states to intensify their cooperation and take decisive actions immediately to eliminate all threats and dangers posed by the pirates on merchant ships that trade or transit the Strait of Malacca. 

5. The Committee noted that the issue of Maritime Security was actively debated at the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) and that a new regulatory regime was in the process of being introduced to prevent ships and their cargoes from becoming the targets of terrorist activities. The Committee is in principle supportive of the International Ship and Port Facility Security Code(ISPS Code); however it expressed concern on the financial impact that some of the measures, when implemented, would have on international shipping operations. The Committee urges all IMO member States to introduce the measures uniformly and without any discrimination. 

6. Bulk Carrier Safety has been an issue of serious discussion at the IMO for quite some time. The 76th Session of the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) currently being held in London has been tasked to review a list of recommendations for decision making. The recommendations are based on the various formal safety assessment studies on bulk carrier safety that have now been completed. The Committee noted that the International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) had on 15 March this year issued 8 measures that were designed to improve the safety regime for bulk carriers. Whilst the Committee recognises the professional work of IACS, the Committee however considers it important for IACS to co-ordinate its activities and actions well with the IMO to ensure its effectiveness.     

7. In response to the recent loss of the tanker Prestige, the Committee expressed deep concern that the Spanish authorities had refused the distressed ship a "Place of Refuge". The fully laden tanker was towed to high seas where it subsequently broke into two and sank under rough sea conditions. Due to the spillage from its cargo, the European Union (EU) is now pushing hard on its member states to ban all single-hulled tankers from their waters. 

The Committee strongly opposes the EU's proposed action, and that the decision of EU should fall closely in line with Regulation 13 G of MARPOL Annex I that had been decided at the IMO recently.  The Regulation provides a timetable for the orderly phasing out of single-hulled tankers. 


The Committee further stressed, as a matter of urgency, that the IMO should discuss the subject of "Places of Refuge" and to adopt comprehensive measures for coastal States to provide speedy assistance and facilities for ships in distress. The Committee supports the early adoption of the two resolutions drafted by the IMO Navigation Sub-Committee that provide for guidelines on places of refuge for ships in need of assistance and for the establishment of Maritime Assistance Services. 

The Committee also urges all IMO member States to adopt the two  resolutions and consider making them mandatory within the provisions and obligations under the United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

8. The Committee noted that the IMO would be adopting a new international instrument on Ballast Water Management at a Diplomatic Conference to be held in 2004. Whilst some works on ballast water management have progressed well, the Committee believes that there are still issues that have yet to be adequately addressed and resolved. The Committee stressed that the ultimate objective should be a practical Convention that will address the safety, economic, administrative and technological issues whilst also protecting the marine environment.    

9.
The Committee recognises the status of the IMO and disagrees with any form of  unilateral action taken by IMO member States.

10.
The SNEC expressed their deep appreciation to the Filipino Shipowners’ Association for hosting this 9th Interim meeting in Manila.

Note:

The Asian Shipowners Forum consists of 12 Shipowners' Associations in the Asian region, being those from the Federation of ASEAN Shipowners Associations (FASA), which are Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, as well as Australia, China, Chinese Taipei, Japan, Korea and Hong Kong.  The aims of the ASF are to promote the interests of the Asian shipowning industries.  Between annual ASF meetings, the ongoing work is carried out by five "S" Committees; the Shipping Economics Review Committee, the Seafarers Committee, the Ship Recycling Committee, the Safe Navigation and Environment Committee, and the Ship Insurance and Liability Committee.  It has been estimated that ASF Owners and Managers control and operate around 40% of the world’s cargo carrying fleet.

For further information on the Press Release, please contact Mr Daniel Tan, Secretary of the Committee at the address shown on the Letterhead.
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